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Honourable and Worthy Sir, 


46. o,ccho, AM thank You tor the laſt piece of Diver- 
5 GG. tiſement you gave me, in ſending the Biſhop of 
'Y-1 E FWorcefter's Letter, and I wiſh you would have 
. let me enjoyed the ſatisfaRtion I cook in reading 
DF it, withour obliging me to give You my ſenſe 
A upon it : For befides my unwillingneſs to med- 
. dlein a Perſonal quarrell, it will not, I think, be very fafe 
** for any toengage againſt ſoangry an adverſary, which I ſhall - 
be thought to do,though I reſolve to ſpeak nothing but Truth 
in the Character I intend co give of him; And it is briefly this, 
Thar, in fewer leaves I never yet read more Paſſion, which is 
ſo very predominanr,that his diſorderly 8 abrupt ſtile doth al- 
together partake of ir; ſo that the Biſhops beſt way will be, 
to get his Hear miſtaken for Zea], for elſe it may juſt!y be ac- 
| counted ſomething that hath a worſe Name, and which,in the 
Dog: daies will be very dangerous, 

This being, Sir, my Judgement upon the whole Letter, 
You may well expect that I ſhould make it good, by an in- 
duction trom particular inſtances , but before I do this I muſt 
deal impartially, and afſure you, that as to the main Contro- 
verſte, I think the Biſhop hach much the better of Mr, Baxter - 
For if the Queſtion between them, was as Dr. Gun»ing and 
Dr.Pearſon do atteſt, ſuch a command is ſo evidently lawfull, 
that I ſhall much wonder if Mr. Baxter did ever diſpute it ; 

. and till he doth clearly diſprove that that was not the thing ia 
Queſtion, I muſt needs think that he hath much forgot him- 
elt in making an Imperfe& and Partial Relation, 
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Setting therefore aſide the buſineſs of thar particular Con- 
reſt- ( wherein You ſee how much I am inclined to favonr 
the Bſhop) there are other things in his Letter of general 
concernment, which I think liable £o juſt Exception; As 

Firſt, That he ſuppoſeth theres ſo ſtrict an Union, and ſo 
inſeparable a Dependance between K:ngs and Biſhops, that 
they muit ſtand and fall together and all who are enemies tothe 
oxe, muſt needs be enemies to the other, 1 know very well this 
Axiomis much ta]ked of, and ſome advantage may be taken 
to confirm it, from the event of our late Warres: You know 
likewiſe, Six,, how much my Judgement is for the Order of 
Biſhops ; and how Paſſonate a Lover I am both of the Kings 
Perſon and Government, but yet, being thus cailed by You 
tro declare rhe truth, though contrary ro my own Humour 
and Intereſt, I muſt needs ſay, 1. Ic is clear from Story, 
that Kizes were in all parts of the world, in their moſt flou- 
riſhing Eſtate, before ever Biſhops were heard of; and no 
reaſon-can be given, why what hath once been, may not with 
the ſame terms of convenience be again. 2, Biſbops as they 
are by Law eſtabliſhed in Englayd, are purely the Kings ſah- 
ordinate Miniſters, inthe management of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 
which his M-jeſty way conterre upon what order of men he 
pleaſes, thouzh they be as much Lay-perſons as You and I are. 
It is therefore very injurious to the Kings Authority, to averte 
thit He cou'd not otherwiſe uphold and maintain it, then by 
preſerving the Undue, and, as ſome think, Antichriſtian 
Dignity and Prelation of his inferiour Officers. 3. Biſhops 
are fo little uſefull ro ſupport the Regal Dignity ( which is 
founded upon a diſtin& Baſis of its own) that upon enquiry it 
'will be tound, how none have been greater enemies to the 
True and Undotibted Soveraignty of Princes, then ſome Bi- 
ſhops them(elves : for by their Officious, and (carce warran- 
table, intermedling in Civil Aﬀairs; by their Abſurd and In- 
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liznificant diſtinguiſhing between Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Cans 


ſes ( of which laſt they have alwaies made themſelves ole 


Judges) they mangle the Kings Authority, and as to Church- 
matters (which may be extended as far as they pleaſe ) they 
leave the King nothing of Supremacy but the Name. The 
Pope of Rome therefore ( who is the great Father of all ſuch 
Biſhops) hath improved this Notion and Diſtin&tion fo farre 
that i» ordine 4d ſpiritnalia, he bath laboured to ſabject all 
Civil Empires unto his ſole JuriſdiQion. So that ii the Biſhop 
of Worceſter's Rule hold good,of Crimine ab uno —Diſce omnes, 
i.e. That all men who are of a Party may be judged of by the mi- 
carriages of one, then I muſt leave it to You to judge, what all 
thoſe Biſhops, that are of the Biſhop of Worceſfter's complexi- 
on,do really drive at, by the fatal example of thar one Biſhops 
Uſurpation : For 

| Secondly, .'I bat Afſertion, that the Biſhop of Worceſter (and 
conſequently. every other B.ſhop) # the ſole Paſtor of all the 
Congregations in his Diocef, it it bagft all defenſible, I am ſure 
can be defended only by thoſe Arguments; which are com- 
monly. alleadged to maintain the Popes Supremacy over all 
Charcbes whatever. For ſince a Biſhop can no otherwiſe diſ- 
charge his duty herein, then by providing Subſtitutes, what 
hinders but the Biſhop of Rome may. as well overſee a million 
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of Churches, as the B (hop of Worcefer five hundred * Since - 


it Deputation be lawfuli, more or lefſe compaſle and circuir 


of ground doth not at all alter-the caſe, I forbear co urge. 


bow contrary this Praiſe is co the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, 
both Pani and Peter ( ] hope the Biſhop will not take it ill 


that I do not call them Saints, for:theſe Ho!y men do not 


need any ſtile ot Honour out of the Popes Kalender.) When 
Paul bad ſent for the Elders of the Church at Epheſus, he bids 
them to feed the Charchof God, over which ( not he himſelf, 
by his ſole Authority, as B:ſhap of the Diocefle, but ) thes 
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Spirit of God had made them Eoin 1, e. Overſeers, or to 
uſe the proper ſtile, Biſhops. And Peter commands his Fel- 
low- Elders, (for ſo doth that Apoſtle condeſcend to call 
himſelf) to feed the Flock which was among them, Emnuni;m; 
Overſeeing, or Aﬀing the Biſhops, not (like the Biſhop of 
Worceſter) as Lording it over Gods Heritage, but as Patterns of 
the Flock. From which places we learn, not only that thoſe 
two ſo much controverted Names of Biſhop and Presbyter, are 
without diſtinQion aſcribed to the ſame Perſons, but like- 
wiſe, that whoever frea'the Flock, are, under Chrift ( whom 
the Apoſtle there tiles the Chief- Shepherd) the next and 
immediate Paſtors 'of the Flock; and to extend the Paſtoral 
Power beyond the actual] care of Feeding, 1s a Notion altoge- 
ther anſcriptural, and likewiſe leaves us no bounds where to 
fix, till we come to center upon ſome one Hnverſal Paſtor, 
who may claim this Power over the whole world, by the 
ſame parity of reaſon, that a Biſhop doth over one Dio- 
ce(ſe. 

Thirdly, It feetns to be a Light, and (to ſay no more ) 
unſeemly trifling with ſacred Scripture, to affirm that thoſe 
words of our Saviour concerning ſuch as come not in by the 
door, and therefore are Theeves and Robbers, ought to be nn- 
derſtood of ſuch MiniFers, as preach to Congregations without 
the Biſhops Licenſe. Which thing, the Biſhop ( in great Hear 
and Earneſtneſſe, as if he had done very well in it) tels us 
more then once, that it was the Principal reaſon why he ſilenced 
Mr. Baxter, Truly if this practiſe be juſtifiable, and thoſe 
who defign thernſclves to preach the Goſpel, muſt, beſides their 
Ordination, procure a Licenſe from 4 Biſhop, to do thar, which 
a Woe is denounced againſt, if they offer co omir, then 1. I 
ſee not what Ordination fignifies, ſince the Power that then 
1s given, no Authority from Man can take away, any more 
then diſfolve the Contract of a Marriage,much leflſe empeach 


and 
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and hinder the free uſe of it, except for Moral and notori- 
ouſly vicious Miſdemeanonrs. 2, For one Miniſter of the 
Goſpel ( tor certainly a Biſhop is no more) to Silence another, 
and that for no better Reaſon, then becauſe his Fellow-Mini- 
ter is deftrous to preach the Goſpel without a »ew Licenſe, 
this is an abuſe of Dominion, which as our Saviour doth no 
where countenance, ſo the firſt Ages of the Church were 
altogether unacquainted with, For the Biſhops inſtance of 
our Saviours putting to filence the Scribes and Phariſees is both 
Imperttnent and Falſe, becauſe our Saviour did: only ſilence 
themby Argument, which the Biſhop may do whenever he is 
able z bur what is that to an Authoritative and Imperious 
commanding men to be Silent, Beſides, even then when our 
Saviour was moſt ſtrict in pronouncing Woes againſt the Pha- 
rifees, in that very Chapter, he is ſo far from forbidding the 
Pharifees to preach, that he commands his Diſciples boch 
to Hear and roObey their Do&rine, Sothar fince the Bi- 
ſhop will needs have the Presbyterians to be Phariſees, lethim 
bur allow them the fame Liberty of Teaching the People, as 
our Saviour did the other, and I believe chey will not (art 
leaſt were | a Presbyrerian T ſhould not) envy his Lordſhip, 
either his Ticle or Maintenance, how undue and unmerited 
foever they both be. And though the Biſhop is pleafed to 
fay that the Pre:byterians preach nothing but Sedrtion and 
Treaſon ( which is moſt falſe, as being direaly contrary to 
rheir declared Principles) yet the Phartfees taught ſomething 
warſe, and that was Blaſþhexmy: Yer onr Saviour ( who ſure 
had more power, and withiall, more care of his Church then. 
the Biſhop of Worceſter) did not go about by Force to pro- 
hibit chem, I wiſh cherefore, that this Biſhop and the reſt of 
his Brethren ( it any are Cholerick and Teſfty enough to be 
of his mind) would conſider, that as by ſilencing their Fel/ow- 
Miniſters, for {uch frivolous and flight pretences, they ufurp 
a Power, 
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a Power, which-Chriſt never gave, (© at the laft day he will 
not thank them for the:Exercile of tt. Yeoh 
Fourthly, How conſiſtent with the Civil Peace ( for as to 
Chriſtian Charity, the whole thing is but a Letter of defiance 
againſt it.) the Biſhops DiſtinFion'is about the A of Indemp- 
nity, 41d (the ſo much. forgotten ) Ad of Oblivion, I hope his 
Majeſty and :the-Parliameot will in due time conſider, For he 
is ſo hardy as totell us, That the King by it, only pardoned the 
corporal Puniſhment , but the Church had not, nor ought not to for- 
give the Scandal, till honourable amends were made her by Con- 
feſsion and Recantation. Where by (peaking of the Church, as 
diſtinct from the Stare ( 1 mean in point of : Coercive Fariſ- 
diftion) the Biſhop would make-us believe, that after his Ma- 
jeſty and the Parliament have forgiven: men their Civil 
Crimes,there is ſtill another Power, which he calls the Church, 
_ unto which they are ſtill accountable, even (o far as to make a 
Publick. Recantation. Here I wiſh the Biſhop would bave ſpo- 
ken out of the Clouds, and plainly cold us, what he meant by 
the Church : For if it be 4 Congregation of the Faithful met 
together for the Worſhip of God, as the Definition of Scripture, 
and of the Church of England is in the 39, Articles; this will 
not at all adyantage him, ſince ſuch a Church hath no Coer- 
cive or Impoſing Power : But if he means the Hierarchy or 
Eccleſiaſtical State, by Arcb- Biſhops, Biſhops,&c. there can be 


nothing more Falſe,or more diſhonourable unto our Civil Go- 


vernment, than to affirm thar it lies in their power, not only 
to Puniſh, but likewiſe to exaQt a Recantation, for thoſe Faults 
wihch the King and Parliament have not only pardoned, bur 
under ſevere Penalties commanded ſhould never- more be re- 
membred: And therefore I doubt nor, but they will reſenc 
this Malicious and Ii|-grounded Fancy. And fince the Biſhop 
1s ſo over-zealous for the very Letter of the Law, when it im- 
poles Ceremonies, give me leave a little to wonder, that one of 


his 


1-900 T4 ef ws þ TY ain —_— 
ADS SLE DD —— 


DO ns 


I —— 


the Biſhop of Worceſter's Letter, 


bis Profeſſion and Place in the Church ſhould ſo vachriftian: 


ly go againſt ic, when it enjoyns Moderation and Forgiveneſs 
as to Civil Injuries. Such as he, who make the Law, inſtead 
of being a Buckley to prote Converts, a Swordonly to cur of 
all ſuch as were once Offenders,labour what they can to make 
men Deſperate, and thereby render the Peace of the Nation, 
and, in that, the Proſperity and Welfare of his Maj: ſty very 
Inſecure and Hazardous. For what can more enrage Men 
to take Wild and Forbidden courſes, then to (ee even Prea- 
chers of the Goipel ſtrive to widen their Wounds, and, con- 
trary to their own former Profeſſions, to pull off that Plaiſter, 
which the Wiſdom of our State Phyſicians had provided to 
heal our Diſtempers. . 

Fifthly, -It is Bold and Impious ( I know not how to ex- 
preſs it more mildly ) what he affirms, that 7f to command an 
Ad, which by accident may prove an occaſion of ſin, be ſinful, then 
God himſelf cannot command any thing. For, though as I ſaid 
before, I will by no means own that Aſſertion, yer, a thing, 
which by accident may become ſinful, may be Unlawful, in 
another tocommand,for want of ſufficient Authority . where- 
as Gods Soveraign power doth without diſpute or Con- 
troverſie make all his Commands to be Juſt; and therefore 
his Name ought not ro be mentioned in our trivial diſputes, 
becauſe every ſuch vain Ule of it, is nothing bur a diminution 


and leſſening of his Greatneſs. 
Sixthly, That an Offence, to which a diſproportionable Penalty 


#amexed, is not tobe meaſured by the Quality of the Aft confe- 


deredinit ſelf, but by the miſchievous conſequences it may pro- 


. duce, whether this ought to hold good in Civil Laws, be- 


comes neither the Biſhop nor me to diſpute: bur in Divinity 
nothing.can-be more Falſe and Dangerous. For toimpoſe, in 
the Worſhip of God as neceflary circumſtances of it, things 


confeſſedly trivial and needleſs ; _, npon the forbearance of 
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them, to debar any from the benefits firſt of Chriſtian; and 
then of Civil Communion ;; is a thing' whictr hartv nor che 
leaſt pretence of Scriprure or Primitive practice tor juſtifie it: 
Far our Saviour tells us, That. whoever were' 18t againit him, 
were for him z and the Apoſtle bids us torecezve our wenk Bro- 
ther, and not to judze, much leſs to burden his Conſcience. Unto 
which Sacred Canon, nothing: can be more dire&ly contrary, 
cher whar the Biſhop moſt Incompaſſionarely rells us, Thar 
the Laws do well to puniſh, even with non-admiſs1on ty the Sa- 
crament, ſuch as will 'not, or perhaps dare not, kneel. And the 
Reaſon. he gives. is equally Apocrypha, Becanſe, ſaith Nie, it be- 
comes u0t the Law- givers to endanger the Churches peace for thetr 


ſake: As it firſt, It did not much more become all Taw-givers, 


in the things of God, to obſerve the Law of Chriſt; which is 
a Law of Lowe and Liberty, Secondly, Asif che Churcties 
peace would nat be mucti moreendangered; by: the Pieffing 
of things doubtful, than: By the' forbearance'of them, For 
fiace by chie eaforcing of. ſuch chings;. as God hath' nowhere 
commanded, our Chriſtian liberty” is enfringed';- from hence 
it follows, thar, if.we ought not, yer we lawfully may retafe, 
tro ſubmir unco ſuch Tmpofitions; as our-Saytour did, i»+nor- 
waſhing his hands before Meat; and the Apoſtte*Paxl,inthe-caſe 
of Circumciſsion. 
Seventtily, As for the chaine of Conſequences, which'the- 


_ Biſhopliaks agd ties together. Asrhat from Diverſity in exter- 


nal Rites, ariſeth Diſlike; from Diſtike, Enmity", (rom. Enmity , 
Oppoſition, thence, Schiſm in the Church, and Seaition iirth! 
State : For proof of which he'dork very virutendy-inftance ire 
our Uahappy times. Toprevent which, hetellsus; That the- 
State cannot be ſafe without the Church, nor the Chinch withyar 


Unity, nor Unity without Uniformity, nor Uniftrmity withoat a: 


ſerif? and rigorous. Impoſition. Toall this Tanſwer; tir itis- 


a meer Kope of Sand, andthe Parts: of tiis Chain do- avfittte# 
| | hang 
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hang rogerher, as Sampſons Foxes didibefore they were tied 
_ tby the Tailes,which .courſe:the Biſhop hatch imitared,nor for- 
-gecting 10 pur in even the Firebrand itſelf to.makeup'the 
compariſon- For 1. Nothing is more clear than that there 
-hth-been, nay ought to be, Diverſity in external Forms, with- 
-out-.any Diſlike at all as tothe Perfon of another: :For the 
« Apoſttes that preached to the Circumeiſion gave the right of 
'Fellowfhipunto the Apoſtles of the Gentiles ; although their 
Ontward:Rites inipublick Worſhip, were far more different, 
thanthofe, which, by any of the moſt diſtant perſwaſtons, are 
now praftifed/in Byglaud, 2, The State may be preſerved, 
withour'!theleaſt.reference to the'Church, unlels it rurns Per- | 
[ſecurerof it; as isevident in thoſe 300 years before Conſtan- 
tines time, in which there was no Church atall legally coun- 
-renanced-z and'for fome {cores of years after, both the Chri- * 
\fttans and Gentiles were equally advanced and favoured, 3i14ni- 
224; T\mean fuch as Chriſt came to-eftabliſh ( whictvis an Unity 
:jn:higart” and fpirit ) :doth not inthe leaſt depend upon {n:- 
formilly, but upon Charity, Ze, aChriſtian'and'a Candid for- 
/bearance (of one -another 4in-things Circumſtential, whetrwe 

| agree in'the:Eſſexntials.of Worſhip ; which is a'ching, that-meer 

: .Civility would reach, though Religion were ſilent init. Ant 

$ "whereas the Bifhop thinks he hach got ſome advantage, by re- 

_ .viving. the memory of our late C:wil-YFars which, were he ei- 
ther Chriſtian or Man enough, he would wiſh, were ererna] 
buried infilence\) I muſt (roufe his own Phraſe ) 22] hims in; 
-his ear, that 'our 'Wars did 'not ariſe fromthe {eparation of 
Conſcientious Diffentors, bur from the violence and-Fury of 
-Unconſcionable Impoſers : Who wonld not allow their Bre- 
'thren (who defired nothing more'than co live peaceably by 
-them ) thar ſober Liberty,which che-Law of God:commanded, 
-andno'Law'of Man could juſtly deprive them of. And whe- 
-therthe-publick maintaining of the very ſame Policions-and 
uy B 2 Practiſes, 
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 Practiſes, may notin time beget che ſame Feuds and Animo- 


fities, although, this Biſhop cares not, yet I doubt nor, but 
his M3jeſty, as he now doth, ſo will alwates graciouſly con- 
fader. . | 
Eighchly, Wherher,as to the matter of FaQt,the French Pro- 
teſtants do enjoyn ſtanding at the Sacrament; & the Datch,knee- 
ling ; I will labour to enform my felt of ſome more Unbyaſſed 
witneſs than this Biſhop z for in the Feclefiaſtical Laws of thoſe 
Churches, which I havecarefully peruſed, I can find no ſuch 
matter. Burtifthey did (o, this would not at all juſtifie the 
Impcfition of K neelixg; becauſe 1. The Queſtions de Fare, 
wither it be lawful to-preſcribe any one ſuch certain Poſture, 
withcut ſubmitting to which, it* ſhall not be lawful coadmir 
aay to the Sacrament , and till the Afi mative of this be pro- 
ved by Scriptures, Examples, and Inſtances from the Practice 
of 'men, will not ſatisfie a doubting conſcience. 24Neither'of 
thoſe fore- mentioned Poſtures are ſo much to exception as 
Kneeling ; becauſe this laſt is maniteſtly more ſuperſtitious, for 
1, It varies moſt of any from: the Firſt Pattern, 2. Itbath 
been-monſtrouſly buſed by the Papiſts to 1dolatry ; which 
aJane-renders it moſt Unſate ro'be practiſed, and moſt Uawar- 
rantable-to be impoſed : Eſpecially, tillit be again explained, 


" asinthevery-fi:ſt Liturgy of all it was z which I particularly 


mention. to' ſhew how little our Reformation ſince Edw.6th, 
time, hach been jmproved. | ot, 

L:ſtly, As it was aeed:eſly,ſo was it likewiſe Uncharicably 
done, torevile the whole body of Presbyterians tor the Faults 
of Mt;Baxter; apon ſuppoſition thac either he is a Presbyteri- 
a», Or ſo culpable as the Biſhop would make him, For fince 


.every man is 10 bear hi:own Burden, what Bible did the Biſhop 


f9dtin, that be might, wichouc (cruple; aſperſe a whole or- 
der of Men, for the pretended miſcarriage of one; who, by 
the Biſhop's own Confeſhon, was nat of ſo Amicable and 
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the Biſhop of Worceſter's Letter, 


compliant a Temper as the reſt : And thereforecertainly they 
ought not to be brought in as Parties in that crime of Un- 
peaceableneſs, from which the Biſhop juſt before had abſol- 
ved them: but choler ſpoyls the Memory z and, ſure his Bre- 
thren the Biſhops would not take it well: of a Presbyterian, 
ſhouid he cry out Crimine ab uns, diſce omnes—See what man- 
ner of $pirit theſe Biſhops are of , and judge them all by the Bi- 
ſhop of Worcefters example, Truly,Sir, I amalittle angry,when 


1confider how much this one mans Indiſcretion hath expo- 
| ſed allof the {a ve Order to Cenſure; For were they all like 


him ( which Idonot, nor dare not think.) T ſhould nor (cra- 


ple to pray heartily, what the Bi/hop doth in ſcorn concerning - 


the Preachers —— Lordatliver ws from ſuch Biſhops. Andlet 
all che People ſay, Amen. | wo 
_ .. Thus; Sir, you ſee how-willing Tam to ſerve you in propo- 


fing my Exceptions, the tuller;proſecution. of. which I muſt 


| leave co'lomeother Pen,more able both in Divinity and Policy, 


who may convince, both the Biſhop and the World, . that it is 


not yet rimeto ſow ſuch Tres; This;Age isa little too know - 
| ing to be gulled, with an/4274-4zn, or. to cake every thing fot 


OQuacle which a Biſhops -Paſſion di&ares. - Burt before 1 eaſe 


| you of your Trouble inreading this, I willcraveleave to give - 
you a Taſte of the Reverend Father's deep. wiſdom in two or 


three particulars — 
1. In that he declaimes; fo fiercely, as if he wovld crack 


his Girdle, againſt all thofe who force all Communicants tacome + 
unto them and be particularly examined before they admit thenwto 


the Sacrament. Indeed,Sir, this was an Impoſtcion,. as no wa 


Jaſtifiable, (o, for ought I can hear, no where practiſed, The 


Cuſtome being thar men were only once tor all ex1mined, at 
their firſt coming to the Sacramenr z- which; the Bithop him< 
ſelf allows under other Names .of- being - Catechiſed and In- 


ſixuRed. I; was therefore wiſely done of .the Biſh 3p, this cold 
weather, 2 
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weather,to'ſet upa Man-of ſiraw,andithen petthimſelt hear by 
threſhing it. 


8 Iris me-thinks very Polirick'y done to Exclaime againſt 
-the poor Covenant ; and, \ingreatizeal, towiſh all the Books, 
whichdeferdit, werebarntby the Authors, to fawethe Hangman 
#8 labour, Fortheretetchis:Adverfary do-what he can;rthe Biſhop 
will ibe too (hard for him: For if -he'rakes no notice of the 
:Covenant, the Biſhop clearly gains the'Cavſe , 'ithe'ventnres 
toaſlertit, he ſhall preſently be-confuted'with a Corfifcation. 
So that under thethelrer of 'this 'Unariſtverable Dilemma 1 
kexvehim, leſt !] ſhould be gored with the Hornsof it: - And 
this Þſpeak, Sir, as one thar, though I 'yever'tock, but alwaies 
oppoſed the. Covenants (et T have a very good opinioniof 

many that did, and withal a great Tendernefs for the lawful 
Part of ar- Oath, afcertiis once ſolemnly taken. 1 will only 


adde this, That fincerhar' Oattrhach 'been/fo generally taken, 


even'by thoſe-that were moſt A ive inhis' Hte'Majeſties ſer- 
vice; and (everal/times ventured their Lives, to-fignalize their 
Loyalty; I think-:the Aſhes vt ir (ſince it was'burnt by Pub- 
lick- Amchority )>had anuch 'berter Have been ſuffered to reſt 
quietly, thanithus tobe blown -upandetrtered'abroad by'the 
Biſhop's furioos Breath, when 'noocciſioniwas given him ſo 
much as to mention/ir, _ 

Laſtly, I can never enough commend the Biſhops wiſdom, | 
in.ce{olving{oangrily never to write again ; for heis Old,and 
hath Travelled'tar, and knows that it-is'mnch eafier to ſpeak 
raſhand unjuſtifiable things than to defend'them. And'there- | 
fore -he deals with thoſe, that be hath provoked, as witty 
School-boyes do-with their Companions, firſt he hits thema | 
box on the'Ear, and then very diſcreetly retreats, and fairly 
rudSiaway Burt if Golzah, who took upon him to defie the Hoſt 
of 1frael, ſhould, as ſoon as ever he had done, have ſneaked 

out of the Field, and -thought he had done manfully enough 
| In 
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in making a Bold Challenge, and in ſhewing his Teeth art | 
them ; I believe the Philiſtines would hardly have thanked 

him for that Empty ſhew of Valour, whereby he could not 

Conquer, but only enrage the Enemy, And whether the Bi- 

ſhops will not have the ſame opinion of this over-forwatd and 

unwary Champion. of theirs, Ihope, Sir, you will neither en- 

quire your ſelf, nor defire that I ſhould: For I have already 

done enough to ſhew how much Iam, 
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Jan, 21. HR | | 


Your moſt bumble Servant | 


D. E. 


